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the only conrse that I could have taken without loss of self-
respect. I told the exact truth as I saw it. I praised Taft
for every action of his as to which I could conscientiously
praise him. Where I could not praise him, or disapproved
of what he had done, I kept silent. I was opposed by the
lunatic Insurgents of all grades, receiving very lukewarm
support, I am sorry to say, from those who were not con-
tented with anything short of denunciation of Taft, and who
have no conception of the difference in difficulty between
tearing down and building up. On the other hand, the
reactionaries, the representatives of the special interests
and all those whom they control, literally went insane in
their opposition.

'"The one comfort in the New York election is that I think
it prevents my having to face the very unpleasant task of
deciding whether or not to accept the nomination in 1912.
If we had carried New York, I can see now that I would
have had to make such a decision. Of course the decision
seems easy enough; on the one hand to the well-meaning
conservative person who regards Taft as a satisfactory
President, and does not understand what any man sees to
object to in him, and who feels that any reluctance to urge
his renomination by me must be due to personal ambition
on my part; on the other hand, the decision seems perfectly
easy to the progressives who hate Taft so bitterly that
they firmly believe every honest man must share their con-
victions, and that only an unworthy fear on my part, or a
still more unworthy desire to truckle to ultra-conservatism,
prevents my coming out openly against Taft. But the
choice is really infinitely more difficult.

"I have refrained from saying that I would not be a
candidate in 1912, not in the least from self-interest, for I
should regard it as the greatest personal calamity to be
forced into accepting the nomination, and if it is possible
to avoid it, I do not intend to be so forced into accepting
it; but because I do not wish to put myself in the position
where if it becomes my plain duty to accept I shall be
obliged to shirk such duty because of having committed